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Abstract

Pir Mahal (District Toba Tek Singh) is a town of the Sandal Bar whose very name derives from “Pir
da Mahal”, the residence of a Sufi master. For centuries the area has hosted khangahs of the Qadri,
Chishti, and Suhrawardi and Nagshbandi orders. This article reviews the services of the mashaikh
of Pir Mahal under two heads: religious services (preaching and spiritual guidance, teaching and
fatwa, authorship and devotional poetry, and the defence of creed) and national services (participation
in the Pakistan Movement, protection of Muslims during the turmoil of 1947, settlement of refugees,
and the founding of educational and social institutions). Using a descriptive and analytical method,
it draws on malfuzat, diwans, biographies and local sources. It finds that the mashaikh made the
harmony of Shari‘ah and Tariqah the basis of their mission, linked the khanqgah with the madrasa
and the dar al-ifta, produced religious literature in Punjabi, Saraiki, Persian and Urdu, and
channelled their spiritual networks into national awakening. Their efforts also contributed to the
promotion of Islamic teachings, preservation of religious traditions, moral reform and the
development of social harmony among different sections of society. Furthermore, their educational
and spiritual initiatives helped strengthen religious awareness and fostered a sense of collective
responsibility within the local community. It also notes that much of this record survives in oral
tradition and devotional hagiography, which still awaits critical historical documentation.
Keywords: Pir Mahal, Sandal Bar; khanqgah system; Sufi mashaikh, religious services, Pakistan
Movement; Sufi literature
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