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Abstract

Tourism is a trillion dollar vast industry. People from all over the world travel to various destinations
to explore the wonders of the earth. Muslims are also a live part of the modern world. They make 23
% of the world population. It is the 2nd largest community of world. As humans we need as well to
travel from one place to another to fulfill our various needs. The term halal tourism is nothing but to
give an Islamic way of travel to those who travel from one place to another to get pleasure and explore
the wonders of the planet.If we study the Quran, we find that there are various verses that elaborate
various dimensions of this vast tourism industry. Quran tells various aspects of traveling and it sets
specific principles for traveling. On the bases of these Quranic principles, Halal tourism industry
emerged. In this paper we have discussed tourism and the term halal tourism in the light of Islam and
then have gone through different aspects of tourism mentioned in Quran. At the end we have come up
with Quranic principles for tourism industry, in order to guide the Muslim tourists and halal tourism
department toward the mentioned term.
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Introduction to Halal Tourism

Definition:

Tourism is a common term being used in society. In Arabic it is called “Siaaha”. In English
it means “travel for fun”. According to Merriam Webster dictionary it is defined as: “The
practice of traveling for recreation.”l Cambridge Dictionary defines it:
“the business of providing services such as transport, places to stay, or entertainment
for people who are on holiday.”2 Oxford dictionary defines it: “The commercial
organization and operation of holidays and visits to places of interest.” 3

The term Halal tourism

MD Saddique e Azam writes in his paper: The most cited meaning of Halal, as discussed
earlier, is permissibility or Lawful. Likewise, tourism to be called ‘Halal tourism’ must be

1 Merriam-Webster, “Tourism,” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, accessed Jan 4, 2025,
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tourism.

2 Cambridge Dictionary, “Tourism,” Cambridge Dictionary, accessed Jan 4, 2025,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/tourism.

3 Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, “Tourism,” Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, accessed Jan 4, 2025,
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tourism.
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in-line with sharia’h law.4

Differences between conventional, religious and halal tourism

Like there is a difference between conventional tourism and halal tourism, there is a
difference between religious tourism and halal tourism as well. The religious tourism
means tours arranged for any religious purpose while Halal tourism means the tour
organized for recreational purpose and to relax him in the light of Islamic rules and
concepts of travels.5

Quranic Aspects of Tourism

Tourism is mentioned at various places in Quran. Quran deals with tourism from the
following aspects:

Tourism as a holy journey:

Every male and female that can afford the expansions of Hajj is obligated to perform it
once in his lifetime. There is another travel to Mecca that is not fardh (obligated) but is
mustahab. It is called “Umrah”. Allah, the elevated, says about these two journeys:

6 4 sy & 14l
And complete (your) Pilgrimage and Umrah for the sake of Allah.
And about the first journey, the obligated journey, Allah says:
Tonalal) 2 2352 40 06 58 apdlon o) gt 5 cid B 1 2 &
And The Hajj towards the house 1s obligatory for the sake of Allah upon those who are
able to afford this journey and the one who denies, (he should know) that Allah is self
sufficient from the whole universe.
Along with Hajj and Umrah there is another Holy travel that has great rewards for the
travelers. It is called “Jihad”. It has many virtues mentioned in Quran and Hadith. Allah,
the elevated, says about this journey:
85 e S0 sy il oW ) 20 Lm0 s a0 G 0
O you who belive, what happens to you when you are called to go in the way of Allah,
Your foots steps deeply into the earth, do you agree with the earthly life instead of the
hereafter?
Imam Bukhari narrated in his famous book about Jihad:
O ") aed ) L (3 e L ol L by ade A o 1 gy JB 1B we ) o) e o o)) A e ol 0
"The hellfire will not touch the feet covered with dust in the way of Allah.
Tourism as the source of seeking knowledge:
Muslim nation has a vast history of this sort of tourism. The prophet Muhammad SAW
inspired his companions about seeking knowledge. Due to its virtues in the saying of the
Prophet SAW, several Sahaba RA traveled to the fare away areas and countries. In some
cases they crossed thousands of miles for the correction of a single Hadith. Especially the
history of Muhadithim is full of such motivational stories. Al Khateeb Albaghdadi wrote

4 MD Siddique e Azam, Moha Asri Abdullah, and DZuljastri Abdul Razak, “Halal Tourism: Definition, Justification
and Scopes towards Sustainable Development,” International Journal of Business, Economics and Law 18, no. 3
(April 2019).

5 Aan Jaelani, “Halal Tourism Industry in Indonesia: Potential and Prospects,” MPRA (Munich Personal RePEc
Archive), MPRA Paper no. 76235, January 7, 2017, https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/76235/

6 Qur’an 2:196 (Al-Bagarah).

7Qur’an 3:97 (Al ‘Imran).

8 Qur'an 9:38-39 (Al-Tawbah).

° Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Jumu‘ah, Bab al-Mashy ild al-Jumu‘ah, hadith no. 865, 1:308 (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir,
1987).
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a book about such unforgettable personalities by the name of “Al Rahla Fe Talab ul
Hadith”. This hobby was not limited to the companions of Prophet SAW; the Tabaeen
had faced more difficulties in these travels but did not end them up. The Prophet SAW
says that the Messenger of Allah said, "He who follows a path in quest of knowledge,
Allah will make the path of Jannah easy to him. The angels lower their wings over the
seeker of knowledge, being pleased with what he does. The inhabitants of the heavens and
the earth and even the fishes in the depth of the oceans seek forgiveness for him. The
superiority of the learned man over the devout worshipper is like that of the full moon to
the rest of the stars (i.e., in brightness). The learned are the heirs of the Prophets who
bequeath neither dinar nor dirham but only that of knowledge; and he who acquires it, has
in fact acquired an abundant portion."10
To get lessons and reminders
Quran emphasized too much on this type of tourism.it consists of the ancient places with
old memories. This type of tourism in mentioned several times in Quran. Allah, The
elevated, says:
115340 36 58 G 1pkic SN
Say to travel on earth and examine what was the consequence of the wrong doers.
At another place Allah says:
12 0 3dah 3 osh Sl aas s st axs ¥ G0 s B3 B3 s Oslas sl 2 058 o5V 5 g 20
Don'’t they travel in the land, to understand by their hearts or hear by their ears? Indeed
the eyes are not blind but the hearts inside the chests.
13 2o ) 55 20kt e o3l i 08 i o391 3 15 A
Haven’t they traveled in the earth to notice the end result of those before them that were
destroyed by Allah?
The same subject is described in another place too. Allah says:
14 5380 566 23k 81 o331 3 bl 38 35T 24l B 1 a0 6 08 G gl o391 3 s 60
Havent they traveled to explore the consequences of those before them, who were more
powerful and superior than them, but due to their sins these (power and superiority) do
not give them any benefits.
Traveling for trade:
In Islamic tourism traveling is not limited to worship, seeking knowledge and to get lessons
from those who passed away. There is another kind of travel as well in Islam. That is
“traveling for trade”. Allah says about those who travel for trade:
15 & 525 G 0 A o o O3 Sppely o 8 5 D3k o3V G O e Oypely sk 1Sl B U ke

He knows that some of you may be sick, and others traveling in the land, seeking the grace

of Allah, and yet others fighting in Allah’s way. Therefore, recite as much of it as is easy.
da 23 PR T K

16 O &) 2o 1655 ST (3 15206 V5 (250 38T cas (o) 54

10 Sunan al-Tirmidh, Kitab al-‘Ilm, Bab Fadl al-Figh ‘ala al-‘Ibadah, hadith no. 2682, 5:48 (Beirut: Dar lhy3’ al-
Turath al-‘Arabi).
1 Qur'an 27:69 (Al-Naml).
12 Qur’an 22:46 (Al-Hajj).
13 Qur'an 47:10 (Muhammad).
1 Qur’an 40:82 (Ghafir).
15 Qur’an 73:20 (Al-Muzzammil).
% Qur'an 67:15 (Al-Mulk).
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He is who has made the earth manageable for you to travel its regions and eat His
provision
Traveling to explore the wonders of the planet
There is another noble purpose of traveling in Islam, that is the traveling to explore the
beauty and unseen wonders of the planet in order to strengthen your link with Allah and
to increase your faith in His oneness, No doubt He is the only one who has created these
all from none.
Allah says in His book:

17508 oot e 0 & 59 800 psg 0 2 6D T S8 il 591 3 1 J2G
Say, "Travel in the earth and see how He originated the creation, Then Allah will produce
the creation the last. Indeed, Allah on everything (is) All-Powerful."
Islamic Principles for Halal Tourism industry
(1)Halal food
The food served in the tour weather from the halal tourism agency or at the destinations
of the tour, should be based on the principals of Islam.
Allah says in His Book:
“O you people! Eat of what is on earth, Halal (lawful) and Thoyyib (good); and do not
follow the footsteps of the Evil One, for he is to you an avowed enemy.”
At another place Allah says:
My o2l e ab ug 2585 G ) e 98T U el st 5,85 Aty o J0 S el ug ik (,ij s e s
A 0 gy sans 1Kl 180 K0 LT 5l & g 858 36 K 5 1l e 13 8 5 K0 0t

19 3o 1 OB By et 528 aaad 3 ol 3 6 G
“Forbidden to you (for food) Are: dead meat, blood, The flesh of swine, and that On
which had been invoked The name of other than Allah; That which had been killed by
strangling, Or by a violent blow, Or by a headlong fall, Or by being gored to death; That
which had been (partly) Eaten by a wild animal; Unless you are able to slaughter it (in due
form); That which is sacrificed On stone (altars); (Forbidden) also is the division (of meat)
by raffling with arrows: that is impiety ”
Describing the status of drinking wine and gambhng Allah says:
Sl et 1K g sl i B Ok b a8 e 1 ST Wil L s 58 A s e pady D u;.)ujhw
200 s

“They ask you about wine and gambling. Say, ‘In them is great sin and benefit for people.
But their sin is greater than their benefit.” And they ask you what they should spend. Say,
‘The excess.” Thus Allah makes clear to you the verses that you might give thought”.
According to the qur’anic principals of Halal the list of Haram and forbidden things is
limited only to those that are forbidden in Quranic verses or the practices of Prophet SAW,
while all the remaining whether they are mentioned permitted or even not mentioned, are
supposed as Halal. Allah says:

216s 259 g b K e ol 58

It is He who created all that is in the earth you for

7 Qur’an 29:20 (Al-‘Ankabt).
18 Qur'an 2:168 (Al-Bagarah).
¥ Qur’an 5:3 (Al-M3’idah).
20 Qur'an 2:219 (Al-Bagarah).
21 Qur’an 2:29 (Al-Bagarah).
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At another place Allah says:
Lo 23 g s ol g 6 S0 Ay
Al Jatsiyah, Chapter #45 and verse #13((24)
He has subjected to you, from Himself, all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth
2250 S5 Y3 38 Vs e 13 ol ta 1 e Gy Ball da KR Ay 5T 3 Us oglend 3 G oS0 A 0 BT g
Do you not see that Allah has subjected to you whatever is in the heavens and what is on
earth, and has showered upon you His favors, both apparent and unseen?
Ibn Abbas RA narrates that the people in the age of ignorance used to consume some
things while leave some other at their own wills. Than Allah sent his messenger and
revealed his book and made his Halal lawful and his haram forbidden. So what he has
made halal is lawful and what he has made haram is forbidden, and what he is silent about,
is permitted for you as a favor than he recited the verse
“Say, "I do not find within that which was revealed to me [anything] forbidden to one who
would eat it unless it be a dead animal or blood spilled out or the flesh of swine - for indeed,
it is impure - or it be [that slaughtered in] disobedience, dedicated to other than Allah . But
whoever is forced [by necessity], neither desiring [it] nor transgressing [its limit], then
indeed, your Lord is Forgiving and Merciful."”
5o g s IS 538 g e g 480 2y s T 10 st a3 6 08 T 0 B s kT 0708 e ) 2
230691 471 0y (0 ) ool e ST ) 305 3l 53 2 oS g e
These above Quranic verses and Ahadith state that what is forbidden clearly is haram and
the remaining is halal. The principles of halal foods are described in detail in various books
and articles.
(2)Halal destinations
The second main part of halal tourism is halal destinations. As a Muslim it is one’s
responsibility to seek Allah’s pleasure in every aspect of life. Allah does not forbid us from
happiness and pleasure. The prophet SAW used to pray:
2454 (,‘Lv e §1 & \,.éU\
Oh Allah I seek your refuge from sorrowfulness and sadness
At another place The Prophet SAW said:
25 thhle (Sus 5 O 0SS lsally AUl
Enjoy and play for I dislike seeing hardness in your faiths.
In another Hadith the Prophet SAW said:
26 &BgLus Bple Lsldll 13,
Keep your hearts time to time
In the start of the article we discussed the word tourism in the light of Quran in detail,
which proves the permission of tourism just to explore the planet in order to satisfy his
feelings and relax him from sadness but on some conditions, like away from obscenity,
music, co gathering and alcohol etc.
(3)Halal religious facilities

22 Qur'an 31:20 (Lugman).
3Qur’an 6:145 (Al-An‘am).
24 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Da‘awat, Bab al-Isti‘adhah min al-Jubn, hadith no. 6369.
25 al-Bayhadqi, Shu‘ab al-Imdn, Bab fi Tahrim al-Mala‘ib wa al-Mal3hi, hadith no. 6542, 5:247 (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘limiyyah).
%6 Jalal al-Din al-Suyati, al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, hadith no. 4483, 3:18.
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As a Muslim it is our core duty to obey His rules and perform our obligations regarding
Salat (The prayer), Soom (Fast) and Telawat (reciting the Holy Quran) etc.To feast halal
tourism it is necessary to facilitate the tourists to perform their prayers on time.
27685 0iS Cat)l o SIS &)
The destinations famous for halal tourism should have their own Mosques or separate
prayer places for males and females, where both sex can perform their Salat on time and
can consume some of their time in reciting the Holy Quran and worshiping Allah.
28 55 I H1Z byt e 1 2 G 1,480 LSl 1080 B s Byl o by
There the tourists used to be given prayer time charts and prayer places maps.
Along with it there should be lectures on different but relevant Islamic topics arranged at
Halal destinations. These lectures can be arranged by the Imam of the Mosque and prayer
place or by a Mufti deployed by the tourism department, whose responsibility is not
limited to lead the prayer, but to guide the tourists regarding their religious affairs. Because
the Ullamah (Islamic Scholars) are the heirs of the messengers and it was the responsibility
of the Messengers of Allah. Allah says in Quran:
29052 P b o8 1 1 B3 1aShig Dl ettt 2B Wbl aile ol i 2 Yot 2 St ) Gt S 1 2 0
(4)Separate spa facilities for both male and female
Swimming and spa facilities are considered as some of the basic pleasures of the tourism.
Islam does not forbid the swimming of females. What is forbidden is that when there is co
gathering and co swimming in swimming pools. The tourism supposes itself as Halal
tourism must have separate spa facilities for females, where they can enjoy the water
beyond curtains from strangers and men. These separate pools should be bounded by
walls and veils where the entrance of men would be forbidden. Allah says:
307505 1Kl b1 85 s epp e 220G s a8l 13
There should be an Islamic code of dress for swimming.
(5)Sharia complaint hotels
The hotels booked by a halal tourism department should be well equipped by all sorts of
religious needs of a tourist.it should be a sharia complaint hotel, the culture and tradition
of which should be Islamic. It should have a mosque, a Mulfti to guide the tourists in their
religious affairs, separate prayer place for women, prayer schedules and alarms on prayer
times, availability of Holy Quran and some other basic Islamic books in every room of
hotel etc.
(6)Halal transport facilities
Allah the elevated has set a code of ethics for females when she is out of home. Allah says:
Blieudls o Gt Gu Gndtd oy S5 A5 o 00
In another verse Allah says:
3205885 18 1T 105 s 115 2 BALG s a8 13
Theses verses illustrate the ban on co sitting and co gathering of males and females.
The departments arranging tours for tourists arrange transport too to facilitate them
moving from one place to another. They often hire buses and mini buses for the purpose
where there is no difference in sitting based on human sex.it results in co gathering, which

7. Qur'an 4:103 (Al-Nis&’).
28 (Qur’an 35:29 (Fatir).
2 Qur’an 3:164 (Al ‘Imran).
30 Qur'an 33:53 (Al-Ahzab)
31 Qur'an 33:59 (Al-Ahzab).
32 Qur'an 33:53 (Al-Ahzab).
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is not permitted in Islam. If the tourism is halal then the transport should be sharia
complaint too. There should be separate portions for male and female in the bus. There
should be Islamic rules for tourists to follow regarding dress, music and videos.
(7)Islamic TV Programs
It is the obligation of a halal tourism department to arrange Islamic visual programs for
tourists. These programs must follow Islamic code of ethics. Things not allowed in Islam
like music, pictures of female, obscenity, violation and other immoral activities should be
stayed away from these TV programs. Allah says:

33 e pad S8 18 s 5 ol by o o 2 ) Sl AT G o A
(8)Islamic financial services
Allah says in Quran:

34 g g a0 o

The tourists need to be facilitated with financial services. They need availability of ATM
machines, Banking, Insurance etc. it is the core responsibility of a Halal tourism
department to facilitate Muslim tourists with Islamic financial services. There should be
branches of Islamic banks, Takaful institutes and other Islamic mode of finances.
Conclusion
In this paper we touched various aspects of Halal tourism in the light of Quran. It is the
responsibility of the relevant departments and institutions to foster Halal tourism and
make it convenient and feasible to attract Muslim tourists.
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