713 |Page Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)

Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)
Available Online:

Print ISSN: Online ISSN:
Platform & Workflow by:

An Analytical and Comparative Study of the Urdu, Sindhi, and English Translations
of Nahj al-Balagha

;th»&tz?: Gg-,i" K(?l]dy,ﬁ;ﬂfp:»ﬂ&ilﬂé

Mr. Faseeh Hyder Shah
M.Phil Scholar, Department of Comparative Religion and Islamic Culture University of
Sindh, Jamshoro, Sindh, Pakistan

Dr. Mukhtiar Ahmed Kandhro
Assistant Professor, Department of Comparative Religion and Islamic Culture
University of Sindh, Jamshoro, Sindh, Pakistan

Dr. Nazia Begum
Assistant Professor (Visiting), Department of Islamic Culture and Thought, National
University of Modern Languages (NUML) Karachi Campus

Abstract

This study presents a comparative linguistic, rhetorical, and intellectual analysis of selected excerpts
from Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha (Maktub-e-Malik al-Ashtar), with reference to its Arabic original
and Urdu, Sindhi, and English translations. The research employs a comparative framework based
on lexical, semantic, and stylistic dimensions to examine the process of meaning transfer across
languages. Nahj al-Balagha occupies a central position in Islamic intellectual and literary heritage,
and more than 300 translations and commentaries are reported in scholarly sources, highlighting its
wide academic significance.

The analysis shows that the Arabic text is highly concise, rhetorically powerful, and intellectually
rich, making translation a complex interpretive task rather than a simple linguistic transfer. Among
the examined versions, the Urdu translation is relatively closer to the original in meaning and
structure, the Sindhi translation is clear but less rhetorically intensive due to indirect transmission,
and the English translation simplifies some cultural and rhetorical nuances for global readability. The
study concludes that no translation can fully reproduce the linguistic and rhetorical depth of Nahj al-
Balagha, although direct translations supported by authoritative commentaries preserve its meaning
more effectively.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha; Imam Ali (A.S.); Linguistic Analysis; Rhetoric; Comparative Study;
Translation Studies; Stylistics; Letter of Malik al-Ashtar
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"In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
"This is what Allah's servant Ali ibn Abu Talib has ordered Malik ibn al-Hdrith al-Ashtar in his
instrument (of appointment) for him when he made him governor of Egypt for the collection of its
revenues, fighting its enemies, seeking the good of its people and making its cities prosperous.
"He has ordered him to fear Allah, to prefer obedience to Him and to follow what He has commanded
in His Book (Holy Qur'an) out of His obligatory and elective commands, without following which
one cannot achieve virtue, nor (can one) be evil, save by opposing them and ignoring them, and to
support the cause of Allah, the most Glorified One, with his heart, hand and tongue. This is so because
Allah, whose name is Sublime, takes the responsibility for supporting those who support Him, for
protecting those who help His cause.
Accustom your heart to be merciful towards the subjects, to have affection and kindness for them. Do
not stand over them like greedy beasts that feel it is enough to devour them, since they are of two kinds:
either your brethren in religion or your likes in creation. They will commit slips and encounter
mistakes. They may act wrongly, willfully or out of negligence. So, extend to them your forgiveness
and pardon them in the same way as you would like Allah forgive and pardon you because you are
over them. Your responsible Commander (Imam) is over you, while Allah is over the one who
appointed you. He (Allah) has sought you to manage their affairs and tried you through them.
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"for the collection of its revenues and making its cities prosperous”

"Do not stand over them like greedy beasts"
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"He has taken responsibility for supporting those who support Him"

"either your brethren in religion or your equals in creation”
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