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Abstract
The Qur'an constitutes a decisive turning point, not only in the history of religion and
religious civilization, but also in the history of thought and knowledge in their religious,
scientific, and philosophical dimensions. This is due to its encompassing of the divine
foundations and principles that guide human understanding, in such a way that
revelation, together with existence itself, becomes both a source and a starting point for the
human intellect in its pursuit of knowledge and learning. This intellectual framework was
further enriched by the massive translation effort undertaken by the enormous Muslim
empires in the mid-eighth century. Ancient Greek, Persian, Latin and Indian works were
translated into Arabic, primarily at “Bayt al- Hikmah in Baghdad”. The works of
Socrates, Aristotle, and Plato were rendered as well. The result of this was the rise and
emergence of many Islamic intellectual movements and philosophical doctrines, each
distinguished by its leading figures, theoretical frameworks, and distinctive features.' The
Mu'tazila represents the first broad school of theology to appear in Islam distinguished by
emphasizing on reason and rational thought. This article is an attempt to shed light on
the basics of this movement highlighting one of their principle beliefs (The Intermediate
position or Al-manzila bynal manzilatain)' demonstrating Imam Razi’s critiques of Qadi
Abdul Jabbar al Mutazili’s views in his Commentary known as “Mafatih al-Ghyb”
Keywords: Critique, Mu’tazila, Al-Razi, Abdul Jabbar, Major Sins.
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i. Some political factors also contributed.
i. On the basis of this principle, a difference of opinion emerges regarding the legal status of the
perpetrator of a major sin.
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