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ABSTRACT

Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran" is a contemporary Tafsir written by Mawlana

Muhammad Asif Qasmi, the grandson of Mawlana Muhammad Qasim Nanotavi,

the founder of Darul Uloom Deoband, India. Mawlana Asif Qasmi is the author of
several books. One of his books is his Tafsir, "Basirat-e-Quran," published in simple
Urdu in 6 volumes in 2005. In his Tafsir, he focuses on scientific issues and mentions
his viewpoint in this regard. To know what the worth of the scientific discussion of
this Tafsir is and what his methodology is? This article will answer this research

question. He discusses several scientific points, such as Scientist and Islam, The
modern development of science, Discipline and organization of the universe, Honey

Bee and her system, Skin speech, Fingerprints, Mixed Sperm, Ozone Layer, The

world's rotation around the sun and its speed, Audio and Video calls and their
possibility, The Dead Sea. In this article, I will analyse critically the scientific
discussion of this Tafsir. This research study aims to determine the worth of Tafsir
"Basirat-e-Quran" from its scientific perspective. The methodology of this research is

critical analysis.

Keywords: Scientific Approach, Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran”, Asif Qasmi, Descriptive
Analysis.
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Introduction of Mawlana Muhammad Asif Qasmi

Mawlana Muhammad Asif Qasmi’ son of Mawlana Muhammad Tahir
Qasmi son of Muhammad Ahmad son Mawlana Muhammad Qasim
Nanotavi. He was born in 1939 at UP District Saharan Pur, then he studied
at Darul Uloom Deaband until the 7" year of Dars e Nizami. He migrated
to Pakistan after the independence of Pakistan in 1958, and then he studied
the 8" year of Dars e Nizami (Doratul Hadees) at Jamiatul Uloom al-
Islamia, Binori Town Karachi from Mawlana Muhammad Y ousaf Binori.
He completed a specialization in Figh and Ifta from Mufti Wali Hassan
Tonki. He started working as a teacher and columnist, laying the
foundation of Darul Uloom Faroog-e-Azam, North Nazimabad, Karachi,
which includes multiple institutes such as Hifz, Tajveed, a school, Urdu and
Arabic language programs, and a computer institute. In 1990, he migrated
to Canada, where he put the foundation of Jamia Islamia Canada.

Among his teachers are: Shaikh Izaz Ali, Ibrahim Balyavi, Salim Qasmi,
Shaikh Anzar Shah, Mawlana Muhammad Yousaf Binori, Mufti Wali
Hassan Tonki, Asaad Madani, Abdul Rasheed Nomani, and various other
prominent scholars. In addition, he is the author of several books, such as
Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran" in simple Urdu language in 6 volumes published
in 2005, Asaan Qurani Nisab, Miftah ul Quran, Islamic Business, Islamic
Insurance, Islamic Banking, Mechanical Carcass, etc."! Mawlana
Muhammad Asif Qasmi's is still busy in his activities at Canada, some time
he visit Pakistan too.

Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran"

Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran" is a contemporary Tafsir written by Mawlana
Muhammad Asif Qasmi’. Mawlana Qasmi brings a unique perspective to
Qur’anic commentary. This tafsir stands out for its relevance to
contemporary and modern social issues, particularly in the context of
Western society. It also emphasizes Scientific Tafsir and addresses
Historical Issues, while refuting the notions propagated by Qadianis and
Munkireen-e-Hadith, written in simple and accessible Urdu, "Basirat-e-
Quran" aims to make the understanding of the Holy Quran easy for Urdu-
speaking societies, avoiding unnecessary complexities. Furthermore, it
delves into Tafsir bil Maathur, Tafsir bil Raai, and various topics within
Quranic Sciences.
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Asif Qasmi Scientific Approach

Asif Qasmi has a special focus in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran", on scientific
issues. His style in this regard is argumentative. To know the worth of the
scientific discussion of this Tafsir and what his methodology is in this
regard? This article will answer this research question. The methodology of
this research is descriptive analysis. Some topics are selected in this context
which are: 1- Scientist and Islam, 2- The modern development of science,
3- Discipline and organization of the universe, 4- Honey Bee and her
system, 5- Skin speech, 6- Fingerprints, 7- Mixed Sperm, 8- Ozone Layer,
8- The world's rotation around the sun and its speed, 9- Audio and Video
calls and their possibility, 11- The Dead Sea.

1-Scientist and Islam

il 26 500 callall Jaay iy sl A 301 & daaiy v Mas 0 0 6
2 g Easiais g 19588
Translation: “All praise belongs to Allah who created the heavens and the

earth, and made darkness and light; yet those who disbelieve equate (others)
with their Lord” .

Mawlana Muhammad Asif Qasmi wrote in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran" in
the explanation of above mentioned Ayat: This Ayah answers two
questions, to which Science is not focusing until now. Some questions are
raising each and every thing, such as the moon, sun, mountain, and the
human being, i.e., what is this? Who created it? And why did he make it?
Science involves itself in “what” and “how” and runs away from “who”
and “why”. According to him: All Scientist knows that if we research on
“who” and “why” then we will have to enter Islam, which is against their
political benefits.

Who makes it? The answer to this question is Allah. Why did he make? The
answer of this question is Al-Hamd, i.e. “All praises belong to Allah”; from
which the Holy Quran takes start and which is the foundation of all
realities.* Here he said that Allah the creator of the universe and he create
it for the purpose of worship.
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2-The modern development of science
L1 S G i g AT s S 3z et i B

Translation: “Alif, Lam, Ra. (This is) a book the verses of which have been
made firm, and elaborated by the One who is All Wise, All Aware.¢

Mawlana Asif Qasmi wrote in his Tafsir in the explanation of above
mentioned Ayat: The Ayaahs of the Holy Quran are firm and well-
grounded. The circumstances of the world may change in any direction, or
any other change may occur in the universe. There will be no change in the
Quranic instruction, even if Science and Research develop as much as
possible. This is the era of computers and scientific development, but this
development is revealing the reality and truthfulness of Islamic principles
day by day. There is no need to worry about these scientific developments;
those religions that are not based on truth and reality should be concerned
about it. But Allah Almighty has blessed us with the Holy Quran, which is
based on a strong foundation, so let the Human science and research be
mature.” Here he argues that argues that Islam is based on reality and
modern development will bring more correction to Islam.

In the explanation of the Ayat mentioned below Mawlana Asif Qasmi wrote
in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran":

bJSJSJiJJJe-HU\Y“N“’JLIJ*JQL!“‘JJJ‘MU\U\QM}}" uila_nu\\dﬁ
b8 35 8K ol o 8oada (5aTT (g (s3gdh Al Sl AT 3 RS
8"{@_:35)&23‘

Translation: “They wish to blow out the Light of Allah with their mouths,
and Allah rejects everything short of making His light perfect, no matter
how the disbelievers may hate it. He is the One who has sent down His
Messenger with guidance and the Faith of Truth, so that He makes it prevail
over every faith, no matter how the Mushriks may hate it”.°

Mawlana Asif Qasmi wrote in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran": All the thinkers,
Philosophers, leaders, scientists, after research, investigation in the height
of the sky, the extension of the earth, and the shining of the atom have
acknowledged that the success and goodness of human beings lies in the
Religion of Islam and the life of the Prophet Muhammad Salla Allahu
Alaihi Wasallam. Even if they did not announce it openly but this is an
interesting reality as much as Human information, inventions, and
development increase similarly, the reality of Islam is exposed.'®
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3-Discipline and organization of the universe
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Translation: “Surely, your Lord is Allah who created the heavens and the
earth in six days, then He positioned Himself on the Throne. He covers the
day with the night that pursues it swiftly. (He created) the sun and the moon
and the stars, subjugated to His command”."?

Mawlana Asif Qasmi said in his Tafsir: If we think we will find gradualness
in this universe, i.e., everything reaches its peak step by step. This principle
is applied to plants and animals too. This system is so organized that if
someone has insight, they will look for it everywhere in this universe.
Today, human beings have invented instruments that enable them to
predict various events before they occur, such as the prediction of rain or
storms several days in advance. If the universal system were not arranged
and organized, how would it be possible to predict?*?

Mawlana Asif Qasmi wrote: If someone thinks properly, he will find that
there is an arrangement and organization in this universe, which leads to
the conclusion that there is someone who is running the system. The
government, individuals, weather, and situation are changing, but there is
no change in the system of Allah. Even though there is no change of a
minute or second in their rotation.™

4-Honey Bee and her amazing system

LAAJJMS\ Jh\gﬁdl.\aﬂu.aLg..\ii\u\dﬂ\uﬂdwu;\gb}" uil.um\dﬁ
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Translation: “Your Lord revealed to the honeybee: Make homes in the
mountains, in the trees and in the structures they raise. Then, eat from all
the fruits, and go along the pathways of your Lord made easy for you. From
their bellies comes out a drink of various colours in which there is cure for
people. Surely, in that there is a sign for a people who ponder”.'¢

In Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran" it is said in the explanation of above mentioned
Ayat: Allah Almighty has blessed this small honey bee with a unique
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quality of administration and organization, which makes a person
astonished. This is the creation of Allah the Almighty, and how much of a
wonderful system honey bees have. There is the police, army, supervisor,
and a queen in them. This is the Allah Almighty who provides to his
creation with their guidance and needs. Honey bees prepare for themselves
a hive in trees, branches, and high building, then eat from fruits and flowers,
producing such a wonderful honey that astonishes humans. Allah Almighty
put healing in the honey of this poisonous animal.'” Here he argue by this
of the wonderful creation of Allah Almighty.

5-Skin speech

o 0K (il (o) 2 Uil | 518 Uile it Al ana sl 155} as ) 5B
1610y ska 5k A3 354 31 A4 30

Translation: “And we will certainly make them taste the nearer

punishment before the greater punishment, so that they may return”.*

Some people say that we understand the witness of hand, leg, and tongue,
but how about skin? The answer is that this is the era of modern research,
and science makes comprehension of this issue easier because the research
on skin speech proves that every action and conversation of a human being
1s recorded on their skin and can be listened to like listening to a tape
recorder.?

6-Fingerprints

goud O o Guyad T dalie aadd AT Gy aagiy das i g
21}!{&3&

Translation: “Does man think that we will never reassemble his bones?
Why (can we) not (do so), while we are able to reset (even) his fingertips
perfectly?”??

Mawlana Asif Qasmi wrote in his Tafsir in the explanation of above
mentioned Ayat: Allah the Almighty created a billion human beings, and
they are different in their faces, shapes, behavior, voices, and even in their
fingerprint. The lines on one person's hand are different from those on the
other hand. These fingerprints are used for arresting criminals and in
judicial decisions based on them.?
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Mufti Muhammad Shafi RA said: Human is surprised that how Allah will
collect his tiny particles that have been scattered... Allah will not only raise
body of human being again but also reconstruct every part of his body such
as fingerprints and finger tips. Humans will be returned the same body
without any difference. From the beginning of the world until this day
zillion of humans of different shapes and size come one after another and
die and it is impossible to recompose them precisely. But Allah said I will
not only recreate the large limbs and organs, but also the fingerprints. This
is mentioned here because this is the smallest part of the body.

Another reason is that Allah has created in the human body some
identification and distinguished marks through which he will be recognized
such as face which is not more few square centimetre but it has such
distinctive trait that no two faces are alike, same is the case of human
tongue, throat but sounds and voices are different ... more amazing from
this is the human finger prints and fingertips, that no two thumb print are
similar. The fingerprints of the zillion of human beings are different. In the
court and Judgment, fingerprints play a decisive role. According to an
expert, the pattern and line is not only on the thumb but also on all fingers
of all human beings.?*

7-Mixed Sperm
251 {1 e \kpais Bl 45 Uil Adkad i (il RIS Uz as i 58

Translation: “We have created man from a mixed sperm-drop to put him

to a test; then we made him able to hear, able to see”.?

Mawlana Asif Qasmi wrote in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran": A human being
1s not created from the sperm of a male or a female separately. Still, both,
1.e., the sperm of a male and the ovum of a female, are mixed, then after the
natural procedure in the womb of the mother, it is converted into the shape
of a living human being.*

Mawlana Maududi wrote in his Tafsir: “From a mixed sperm-drop,” from
the intermingling of the male sperm with female ovum, and not separately
from the sperm and ovum.?® Zaghlool Najjar said that the mixed sperm is
called a zygote, which is further divided and it passes through various
stages. Sperm means water and water of generation.”” In addition,
according to him, the experiences of several scientists prove the validity of
the Noble Quran that it is revealed by Allah Almighty to His Messenger

Vol. 03 No. 02. April-June 2025



867 | Page Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)

Muhammad SAW.* Ibne Aashur said: This is mixed sperm from which
every organ is coming into being.’! Muhammad Anwar Maimon wrote: A
Human being created from a billion cells, his creation starts from a Zygote,
which is known as Minglid Fuid.*? Furthermore, he added that it is proven
scientifically that male and females are equal in the birth of a child, which
is mentioned in the Holy Quran fourteen centuries ago.*

According to Abdul Daim Al-Kuhail, The sperm grow Hormone (Human
Chorionic Gonadotropin), which can be observed during the birth of a
child. This hormone stop the menstrual cycle of women after four days the
sperm enter the female sperm then it is divided in many cells, and later it is
converted to a new mixed sperm know as Zygote.** Abdus Sallam Hamdan
Al-Looh has the same opinion in his book “Al-Ijaz al-Ilmi fi Al-Quran al-
Karim* and by Muhammad Wasfi in his book Al-Tjaz at-Tibbi fi Al-Quran
al-Karim

8-The world's rotation around the sun and its speed

J&M\wuhﬂ\ayuﬂ\Mﬂdﬂ$?$ds4n\&au\aub\dﬁ}" uil.uam\dﬁ
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Translation: “Say, :Tell me, if Allah were to impose the night over you,
continuing forever up to the Day of Judgment, which god, other than Allah,
would bring to you light? Then, do you not listen? Say, :Tell me, if Allah
were to impose the day over you, continuing for ever up to the Day of
Judgment, which god, other than Allah, would bring to you night in which
you may have rest? Then, do you not see?”®

Mawlana Asif Qasmi argue in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran": What is the
universe, and what is its system? Allah Almighty knows it better, but we
express what we gain through information and research. But it is not
necessary that what we are saying or what we are thinking will be right. No
one from the philosophers or scientists can claim that our theory is so much
that it will never change? For example, for two thousand years, all the
scientists of the world were thinking that the earth is static while the heavens
are in rotation, while the moon, sun, and stars are all fixed in the heavens.
But this theory of two thousand years was turned down by the invention of
the telescope, and it is proven that the Earth itself is in rotation around the
Sun.*
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9-Earth rotation speed
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Translation: “Allah is the One who made for you the earth a place to live,
and the sky a roof, and shaped you, and made your shapes so good — and
provided you with a lot of good things. That is Allah, your Lord. So,
Glorious is Allah, the Lord of the worlds”.*

Mawlana Asif Qasmi said: that even this world has no more worth than the
wing of a mosquito, but still it is running with the speed of 18000 miles per
hour in his circle, from which days and nights, months and years are made.
But those who are living on the world feel nothing of its high speed. Allah
Almighty put mountains on the earth like nails to protect it from
earthquakes; otherwise, it would be difficult be to stay on it.*

10-Ozone Layer
43 1, (50 plalully Ush (a1 &1 Jad (o201 37 s i 08

Translation: “He is the One who made the earth a bed for you, and the sky
a roof”

Mawlana Asif Qasmr’ said: Allah has made the sky over us like a shade that
protects us from various calamities and toxic germs. According to Modern
research, there is a curtain, like a sheet, on the world which is known as
“Ozone”. It helps in the weather changing and it absorbs the toxic bacteria
entering from air to the earth, which protects human beings from its bad
effects.* In addition he said: But in this era Human being have harm
severely this layer due to chemical and if it is continued then it will have a
very dangerous effect on human health and benefits.*

11-Audio and Video calls and their possibility
)i dal.uJ LMQJLALIJAj 3 o JLJ\ uM\ 4.\;3\ G_\M\ GJUJ}" ‘;h.a A J e

}ﬂ\@u\*uudyudueu\ﬂu\aAeSAJJQJLAe.u;J‘xJ
47H{UMH‘
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Translation: “The inmates of Paradise will call out to the inmates of the
Fire: We have found true what our Lord had promised to us. Have you,
too, found true what your Lord had promised? They will say, yes. Then, an
announcer between them will call out, the curse of Allah is on the

wrongdoers”.*

Mawlana Asif Qasmi mentions in his Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran": In this Ayah,
there is a discussion of the people of Paradise, the people of Hellfire, and
the people who sit between the two. How much larger is Paradise and Hell?
And how much distance is between the two, it is impossible to imagine it
here in this world. But the natural laws over there will be different from
here. The eyesight and the listening power both will be very fast, so these
three groups will see each other and talk to each other. Maybe this thing
will be a little bit strange for people a hundred years ago, but now the
existing science shows this to us. We are watching on television daily that
those sitting far away have discussions with each other, and millions of
people are listening to them. This is the situation of today, and it is difficult
to predict how this development will improve in the next fifty years.*

12-The Dead Sea
50,11 £ fal) Shaa 3l ) jhaa gl Unhaaly , G AW Uad ay s s 4 g8

Translation: “Then we destroyed the others, and subjected them to a
terrible rain. So evil was the rain of those who were warned”.”!

Mawlana Muhammad Asif Qasmi is saying in his tafsir: In the story of the
nation of Lut Alaih-e-Sallam, destruction started initially when he left his
nation. Then they heard a huge scream, and then their city was destroyed,
and then they were stoned, which destroyed their name and marks. This
area was green and fresh, but now it is ruined. The second part of this city
is under the Dead Sea. Now, the situation of the Dead Sea is that no living
thing can remain alive in this sea; even Bacteria cannot survive here. So
drastic impact of this punishment means that nothing can survive in it.*?

According to Mawlana Maududi in his Tafsir Tafthim ul Quran, hundreds
of ruins have been found in this uninhabited and wasteland area lying in the
east and south of the Dead Sea. This denotes that this was a populated and
prosperous area the past. According to the estimation, archaeologists the
era of the settlement and prosperity of this area lasted between 2300-1900
BC. The archaeological evidence verifies that this area was destroyed at the
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time of the Messenger Ibrahim and Lut Alaihima Sallam. In addition to
this, he said, the opinion of the contemporary scholars is that the valley now
under the Dead Sea, which is according to archaeological evidence. In the
ancient time it was not so much fertile.*

Result:

1. This study shows that Mawlana Asif Qasmi’ discusses scientific
issues sometimes in detail and sometimes briefly.

2. In addition, he does not provide any sources from the books of
science or tafsirs.

3. His approach in this regard is argumentative; he is trying to promote
the validity of the Noble Quran and express the power of Allah in
his creation.

4. This tafsir discusses the scientific issues to address the new and
modern generation.

5. Mawlana Asif Qasm’ is trying to provide grooming point for young
generation through his discussion of scientific issues.

6. This denotes that the author of Tafsir "Basirat-e-Quran" has a proper
understanding of modern scientific and challenges of Modern era.
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